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WASHINGTON – Congressman John Barrow (GA-12) introduced a legislative package on the
opening day of the 113th Congress. Congressman Barrow's priorities include a Balanced
Budget Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, H.J.Res 4, which he introduced along with
Congressman Henry Cuellar (TX-28). Congressman Barrow's larger legislative package
includes provisions to repeal burdensome regulations in the health care reform law, federal
spending cuts and savings, and a provision to cut the salary of Members of Congress.

  

"We've got to get serious about addressing the problems our country faces," said Congressman
Barrow. "We have to control our spending, balance the federal budget, and make the
government work smarter for the American people. Folks in Georgia are tired of the gridlock in
Washington, and this legislative package represents a number of bipartisan initiatives that we
should begin to consider in the House."

  

The Business and Government Operations Improvement Act, H.R. 37, combines a number of
bills that Congressman Barrow has championed in the House.

  

Included in the larger package is:

  

• A repeal of onerous and burdensome provisions scheduled to be implemented as a part of the
Affordable Care Act – the employer mandate, the individual mandate, and the Independent
Payment Advisory Board;

  

• A federal government savings and spending plan that makes it easier to consolidate federal
agencies in a timely manner in order to reduce waste and duplication;
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• A provision that would require all federal spending in excess of $100 million to receive explicit
approval from Congress, as opposed to requiring approval solely from the Executive Branch.
This new provision is in direct response to reckless spending from the Executive Branch to
Solyndra;

  

• A provision that prevents the federal government from awarding federal grants for activities or
programs outside the United States;

  

• A 20 percent reduction in funding for the federal government to purchase new vehicles, a
provision estimated to save the federal government $500 million; and

  

• A pay cut for Members of Congress.

  

In addition, Congressmen Barrow and Cuellar, both members of the fiscally conservative Blue
Dog Coalition, introduced a Balanced Budget Amendment the Constitution requiring the federal
government to pass an annual balanced budget where spending and revenues are equal. More
information on the amendment is available by clicking here .
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http://barrow.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=640:barrow-cuellar-introduce-balanced-budget-amendment&amp;catid=1:news-center

